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Executive Summary  

PREAMBLE - Jefferson County Democrats, as citizens of the earth, advocate policy to defend and 
enhance the well-being of natural persons as our highest priority. We believe in the values of community, 
dignity empathy, equality, tolerance, opportunity, and the common good of the interdependent world we 
share.  

  

AGRICULTURE, AQUACULTURE, FISHERIES, AND FORESTRY  

We are the stewards of the land and water that sustain us. We must preserve family farms, strengthen rural 
communities, ensure the availability of high-quality food, and maintain the viability of land and water.  

ARTS AND CULTURE  

Affordable and frequent exposure to the arts, and to the elements that comprise all the world's diverse cultures, 
are essential for the enrichment, health and well-being of our greater society.  

CIVIL AND HUMAN RIGHTS  

We believe in the inherent dignity of human beings. We believe that equal and inalienable rights are a foundation 
for freedom, justice and peace. Our democracy rests on rights and responsibilities set forth in the United States 
Constitution, the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous People, and the Washington State Constitution. We recognize that our nation and Party 
have long struggled to acknowledge and address the systemic and structural racism in our political, economic, 
and cultural history that persists to this day. Democrats strive to remain at the forefront of the struggle to extend 
civil, political, economic, religious, and fundamental human rights to all persons.  

EDUCATION  

Economic and Social Justice requires that EVERY person has an opportunity to advance with access to 
education. Sure and steady funding for Public Pre-K through High School based upon a progressive funding 
model is necessary to ensure that our children have the basic skills necessary to move on to higher education. 
The focus on High Stakes Testing is a misuse of educational resources and creates an exclusive focus on a 
limited number of subjects. An increased focus on the Arts and Career/Tech Education in our high schools is 
needed to ensure that all students have opportunities to move into the fields that meet their desires/goals. As 
post-secondary education is necessary for even entry-level positions with living wages, it is an obligation for 
Washington State to provide for tuition-free Community College and/or Public Trade Schools.  

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS  

A community’s resilience and sustainability are truly tested when disaster strikes, and outside assistance is not 
readily available. We support neighborhood emergency preparedness programs, networks. By improving self-
reliance now, we enhance our ability to survive and rebound.  

  

  



ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT, AND THE CLIMATE CRISIS  

The protection of natural habitat is integral to the well-being of our county and of our state and our economic 
welfare. Policymakers should be guided by the best available science as it evolves. We support government that 
works to protect the environment against human actions correlated to climate change.  

FOREIGN POLICY  

The United States should lead by example and work within the world community in a spirit of peace, cooperation 
and generosity to support human welfare, freedom, and democracy. We must not conduct preemptive war; we 
must make diplomacy and nonviolent conflict resolution the primary organizing principle of our foreign policy.  

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICAL REFORM  

Government derives its legitimacy from the people, to whom it must be answerable; it serves as their instrument 
to achieve ends that the people could not achieve individually. Our representative democracy requires full 
participation by an informed citizenry; a voting process that is fair, transparent, and open to all; and public officials 
who are accountable to society.  

CORPORATE POWER  

Corporations are artificial entities, and not entitled to Constitutional protections as persons. We oppose the undue 
influence of corporations on our society, government and political process.  

ECONOMIC JUSTICE, JOBS, AND TAX FAIRNESS  

Income inequality is the driving issue of our time. We are committed to a sustainable economy with strong 
communities based on living-wage jobs, tax fairness, and shared prosperity.  

HEALTH CARE  

Health care is a human right. Government should work to improve our overall health, while assuring high-quality, 
affordable care for everyone. Patients must have the right to preventive healthcare and medical treatment 
options, without hindrance by institutions exercising religious doctrine.  

HUMAN SERVICES  

As a caring community, we must provide a safety net of social services that meets the basic needs of people, so 
all people can attain their full potential.  

IMMIGRATION  

We are a nation of diverse cultures. Immigrants strengthen the United States of America. All immigrants should 
be afforded full human rights and a fair, safe, and timely path to legal status or citizenship.  

 INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSPORTATION  

We believe that an efficient, well-planned, multimodal transportation system promotes a healthy economy, 
environment, and community.  

LABOR  

A strong economy and nation depend on family friendly jobs that provide safe working conditions, fair and living 
wages indexed to the cost of living, and benefits for all workers that include pensions and healthcare. Every 
worker must have the right to organize and bargain collectively to determine their pay, benefits, working 
conditions, and to have the right to strike and to oppose “right to work” laws.  



LAW AND THE JUSTICE SYSTEM  

The rule of law is a prerequisite for a democratic civil society. A good government provides for the safety, security 
and justice for all, with care, fairness, and respect for each individual.  

MEDIA AND INTERNET  

An informed citizenry and persistently inquisitive media are essential for democracy to flourish. The free flow of 
information is fundamental to democracy.  

MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS  

We pledge support of our troops and honor our veterans who act in the service of our country. The core task of 
the U.S. military is to provide for the common defense. Our military must be adequate to provide for our nation’s 
defense and never be open to abuses of power by any branch of government.  

TRIBAL RELATIONS AND SOVEREIGNTY  

We must maintain a lasting and respectful relationship with Tribal Nations and oppose all attempts to diminish 
tribal sovereignty, tribal culture natural resources, or the general welfare of tribes recognizing this is an important 
step to more open and meaningful government to government relations as we will continue to educate the general 
population of inherent tribal sovereignty. We also recognize the growing Urban American Indian/Alaskan Native 
populations and the Federal Trust responsibility expands beyond Tribal Reservation borders. 


