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What has the Democratic Party ever done for me?  
Well, a lot, although I was almost an adult before I became aware of some of the political forces that 
were behind providing housing, food, and education throughout my childhood. I am the youngest 
of nine, born to a couple who met while students at a conservative, evangelical college. Their 
marriage ended when my mother could no longer live with an abusive spouse, which was when I 
was three years old and there were still several children living at home. Our mother managed to keep 
us mostly housed and fed, with the help of government assistance and some family members who 
let us stay with them when we were in between. Public schools provided us an education. I attended 
thirteen schools between kindergarten and high school graduation, all of them tuition free, and they 
gave me the foundation for higher education. The high school I graduated from had a political 
action course which I enrolled in, and that was when it began to dawn on me just how hard won 
were those checks and food stamps and occasional medical vouchers that had kept us off the streets 
and relatively healthy. Our family wasn’t politically active, but it dawned on me that politically active 
people (and taxes!) had provided for the public good, and that had made the difference between 
tragedy and hope in my young life.  
 
I’ve been grateful ever since, and I worked hard to pay back every penny plus some during my years 
in the technology sector. I’m grateful to people I’ll never meet, who fought to provide people like 
me the right to vote and the legal right to make decisions about my own body. I’m grateful to live in 
a diverse and interesting country, governed under the principle that no power should go unchecked 
lest it trample on the individual’s rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. I’m grateful to 
the Democratic Party, because it has most often been the party that provided the platform from 
which many of our public rights were enacted into law.  
 
What can I do for the Democratic Party? 

The Democratic Party is in crisis. We need leaders who can attract independent voters, and 

candidates who represent change while standing firmly on the platforms adopted at the local, 

state, and national Democratic levels. Locally, we have begun working to help every Democrat 

become a leader able to think fluently about Democratic values, exercise those values in fielding 

candidates, and convey how those values support local needs. Like any good librarian, I seek to 

inform and empower people. I am skilled at organizing and not afraid of hard work, plus a little 

fun. There are a lot of great people in this party, and I think I'm someone who can help most of 

them succeed in working through issues with others. That is why I have decided to run now. 
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Objective: Unify and grow the party by focusing communal energy on restoring and strengthening 
healthy democracy through the Democratic Party. Shape a better future through active democracy 
that implements local, state, and national Democratic platform values. 

 

Political Involvement 

Communications Chair for Jefferson County Democrats 

  Precinct Committee Officer, P300, Chimacum 

  GOTV, Jefferson County and online, 2017 

Volunteer with Democracy Spring, Philadelphia, July 2016 

Delegate to Washington State Democratic Convention, March 2016 

County Caucus Organizer for Democratic Delegates and Alternates, 2016 

Phone Banker, Canvasser and Donor throughout Democratic Primaries, 2016 

Canvasser for Democratic Party, 2006-2007 

Publisher and Bumbershoot sponsor of Portraits of Conscience by Jackie Renn, 2008 

Publisher of The Street-Shooter’s Guide to Photography by Mike Saylor, 2008 

Sponsor of ACLU workshop on Photographer’s Rights, 2008 

Publisher of The Progressives Guide to Politics, 2008 

Advertiser on Air America, Progressive Radio AM1090, 2006-2008 

Canvasser for Democratic Candidates, Los Angeles, 1999 

Anti-NAFTA Activist, 1993-1994 

Democratic voter since 1981 

Democratic Caucus Goer, 1981 

Delegate to High School Convention for Presidential Candidates, 1981 

Occupation: Outreach Manager, Jefferson County Library 

October 2016 to Present, Outreach Manager 

April 1 to October 2016, Library Assistant I-Processing 

Carrying out the JCL Mission of bringing people, information, and ideas together to strengthen 

our community. Driving and overseeing maintenance of JCL vehicles, including the 30’ 

bookmobile. Leading a team of four. 



November 2013 to April 2016, Manager, Hart’s Fine Books, etc. 

Cataloging and pricing collectible and antiquarian books and ephemera. Creating and 

documenting policies, hiring and supervising staff. Greeting and getting to know customers, 

cultivating relationships with collectors and other buyers, learning their tastes and seeking out 

items suitable for their consideration. Setting up and maintaining computers, developing website 

and database as well as a social media presence. Collaborating with libraries, publishers, authors, 

and small businesses to bring authors to town and increase participation in author events. 

January 2012 to June 2012 Elementary School Librarian and Reading Specialist,  

American School Foundation of Chiapas (Mexico) 

Operating the library. Leading one-on-one reading assessments and creating personalized plans 

to encourage fluency in reading English. Creating and leading fun English-literacy activities for 

Spanish speaking students in preschool, kindergarten, and first grade. Developing and leading 

reading and writing activities for bilingual students in grades four through nine. 

July 2011 to December 2011 English Teacher and Librarian, Centro Educativo Integral (CEICO) 

(Orizaba, Veracruz, Mexico) 

Organizing and operating the first school library. Creating and administering a checkout system 

and a motivational reading rewards program geared toward reading for recreation. Teaching high 

school journalism and English as a foreign language (grammar, phonics, conversation) to middle 

and high school students. 

2005 to Present Founding Partner, Bennett & Hastings 

Producing and distributing works of fiction and non-fiction in cooperation with writers, 

designers, printers and other trade specialists. Overseeing or participating in editing, layout and 

design. Publishing books in print, digital, and audio formats. Occasional appraisal services, 

restoration, repair, and resale of antiquarian or collectible books. 

1992 to 2004, Sales and Sales Leadership, Information Technology 

Over a decade in sales of increasingly complex information technology solutions to high-profile 

accounts. Clients included Intel, Oracle, Silicon Graphics, Universal Studios, Walt Disney 

Studios, Los Angeles Unified School District, UCLA, JPL, and the U.S. Air Force.  

1989 to 1992 Internships: C&C Yacht Brokerage and Service Employees International Union 

1982 to 1989 Executive Assistant to Vice President for Business Affairs, and Bookstore 

Purchasing Assistant, Seattle Pacific University 

I worked full-time as university staff while completing my undergraduate degree in English. In 

addition to paid work, I served as a Teaching Assistant for Dr. Janet Knedlik’s course on 

Renaissance Poetry and copy edited a manuscript on the works of C.S. Lewis and the Inklings 

for Dr. Michael MacDonald. The transition between my positions at the university was separated 

by a leave of absence related to the deaths of my mother (cancer) and father (stroke). 

 



Education 

2017-Present: Emporia State University, Graduate School of Library and Information 
Management, (Leadership & Administration Track, GPA 4.0) 

2014 Colorado Antiquarian Book Seminar (certificate received) 

2013 Nursing Assistant Certification, Washington State Department of Health 

2010 International Teacher Training Organization, EFL Teaching Certification, Guadalajara 

1990-92 Graduate studies in Business Administration, University of Washington 

1988 B.A. English, Seattle Pacific University, cum laude 

1986 Business Women’s Training Institute, Leadership Skills (certificate received) 

Community Service 

Communications Chair for Jefferson County Democrats 

  Precinct Committee Officer, P300, Chimacum 

Past: Delegate for Washington State Democrats, March 2016 

Northwest Women’s Law Service, Volunteer 

Friends of La Paz, Volunteer After School Programs Coordinator and Teacher 

Emerald City Rotary Club, Seattle WA –Board Member, Chair of Community Service 

Shepherd’s Counseling Services, Seattle WA – Board President 
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